
































Re-Imagining 

India: Role of 

Bahujan in Nation 

Building

1st Chapter of a Two Day  

Conference

(17th & 18th April, 2023)

About The College:

Ram Lal Anand College was founded in the year 1964 by Late 

Shri Ram Lal Anand, a senior advocate in the Supreme Court of 

India, in response to the growing social demand in the sixties 

for providing educational opportunities at the university level. 

The college was initially managed by the Ram Lal Anand 

College Trust. It was later taken over by the University of 

Delhi. Since 1973, it has been run by the University of Delhi as 

a University Maintained Institution.

The college is located in the picturesque surroundings against 

the backdrop of the Aravali ranges in the neighborhood of the 

South Campus of the University of Delhi and several other 

educational institutions. It has a vast campus, spread over ten 

acres of land with green lawns and elegant buildings of much 

sprawling architectural merit. The college has excellent 

infrastructure, with state of the art Laboratories, Seminar 

Room, Amphitheatre, Library, Playground and Cafeteria. The 

campus is Wi-Fi enabled. Being a multi-disciplinary, co-

educational institution, it has approximately 2500 students 

pursuing different courses in Arts, Commerce and Science 

streams. Ram Lal Anand College is administered by a statutory 

Governing Body as per the University Ordinances and 

legislated by the Executive Council of the University of Delhi. 

Teacher Coordinators:
Dr. Dinesh Kataria, Dr. Kuldeep S. 

Chauhan, Dr. Shalini Swami, Ms. Misha 

Sabreen, Dr. Ram Bagri, Dr. Sunil 

Kumar, Mr. Vinay K. Yadav, Dr. Arun

Kumar, Dr. Arvind Patel

Organized By:

Phule-Periyar-Ambedkar Study 

Circle (PPASC)
& Equal opportunity Cell (EOC)

Ram Lal Anand College, 

University of Delhi

Student Coordinators: 
Peeyush kumar, Surya Prakash

Dr. Rajiv Kumar
Convener

PPASC & EOC 

Mr. Taha Yasin
Co-Convener

PPASC

Dr. Surender Kumar
Co-Convener

EOC

Prof. Rakesh K. Gupta
Principal

RLAC



About The Society:

Phule-Periyar-Ambedkar Study Circle 

(PPASC):

Phule-Periyar-Ambedkar Study Circle was established not just 

to foreground the alternative discourse, but also to concretize 

the role of the margins and the marginal in structuring the 

mainstream, notwithstanding them not constituting the same. A 

holistic existence of one and all, without any sectarianism and 

hierarchization is the purpose of this academic pursuit. 

PPASC organizes lecture series, provides texts to students for 

ready reference apart from the college library collection, and 

intends to inculcate an academic ambience and the necessary 

confidence in Undergraduate students to metamorphose them 

into an informed research scholar – for the benefit of the 

individual, the communities concerned, and the nation at large.

PPASC plans to organize a Seminar series where papers on a 

defined topic can be presented and then published for a larger 

readership and for an ensuing future. 

Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC):

Once students from various backgrounds and 

identities enroll in the institution, EOC believes in 

creating a common platform where equity of treatment 

and equality in opportunity becomes the only practice, 

and an effort be made to create a microcosmic 

arrangement, where students find a fertile ground for 

utmost maximization of their talent, hard work and 

intellectual growth.

EOC plays an unparalleled role during the enrolment 

process. And thereafter EOC intends to become an 

anchor in neutralizing any superiority and inferiority, 

thereby positioning quest for learning as the only 

common and collective identity.



Concept Note:

In the discourse of the modern nation-state, the 

most fundamental question that surfaces is: whose 

nation? Does the discourse of the nation-state 

holistically encompass every section of the 

society – which remains hierarchized and 

sectarianized in multiplicitous ways? It’s a fact 

that the socio-politico-cultural and economic 

sensibility of the idea of nation relates, 

corroborates and accommodates every citizenry 

and vice-versa; but the power dynamics involved 

in generating and manufacturing the discourse of 

and around nation-state needs to be 

problematized.

The iconography of respective stalwarts of the 

liberal Centrist, Leftist, and the Rightist stream 

of thought were always prominent. But Bahujan 

iconography of Phule, Shahu, Savitribai, Periyar, 

Ambedkar has become a part and parcel of the 

vocabulary of youth (specifically in universities) 

around and after 1990. This is despite the fact 

that the presence of Bahujan, not only vis-à-vis 

population, but also with respect to creativity and 

expression has always existed. One can trace it 

back to Ravidas, Kabir, Dadu, Tukaram etc.

The seminar aims at moving across disciplines to 

facilitate discussions around the following themes:

▪ History of the anti-caste discourse in India

▪ Utopia of the anti-caste intellectuals

▪ Indian Knowledge Systems and the 

Outcastes

▪ Spaces and Non-Spaces of Contemporary

▪ Modern Liberal Universities and Caste 

Practices

▪ Caste in Cyberspace and the Future of India

▪ Caste and Media

▪ Interrogating caste-based identity politics

▪ Defining ‘Ambedkarism’, ‘Periyarism’ and 

‘Phuleism’

▪ Dalit aesthetics as anticasteism

▪ Dalit feminism as anticasteism

The role of Bahujan thus, in the 

phenomenon of building a nation-state, 

has to be gauged, established and 

owned. In the modern day struggle of 

narrative and perception, revival and 

mainstreamization of one’s own 

perception and narrative is 

fundamental to its socio-political 

manifestation. 

This seminar intends to foreground 

vision of anti-caste intellectuals, 

formulating anew their own utopia, 

representing Enlightenment in India, 

strengthening values of democracy, 

equality, rationality and progress.

The seminar proposes to bring 

together researchers interested and 

invested in the interface between anti-

caste discourse and the social vision of 

the anti-caste intellectuals towards not 

only a critical understanding of India, 

but also a utopic visualization of an 

Enlightened India - from the Bhakti 

radical to Ambedkar’s casteless 

‘Prabudhdh Bharat’. 



Call For Paper: Registration Details:

• It is an in-person Seminar. No provision for an online 

presentation will be entertained.

• Abstracts: 400-500 words

• Bio-note (full name, designation, affiliation, research 

interests): 100 words

• Deadline for submission of abstracts: 11th April, 2023 

[11:00 PM]

• Notification of acceptance of abstracts: 13th April, 

2023

• Abstracts with a title and a bio-note must be emailed 

to reimaginingindia.bahujan2023@gmail.com

• The dates for the Seminar are 17th & 18th April, 

2023.

• No Registration Fee for selected 50 students of 

Ram Lal Anand College. Selection will be based 

on a 100 word write-up to be submitted in a 

Google Form available here.

• Registration Fee: Rs 1000/= for selected paper 

presenters as publication fee. A published edited 

book will be provided for free. Registration Fee 

must be paid by the 15th of April. 2023. Find the 

payment details here

• The last date to submit full length papers of 

3000-5000 words is the 30th of April, 2023. The 

papers should be formatted according to MLA 

Handbook (8th/9th edition).

• Registration Fee for Outsiders: Rs 1000/=

Find the payment details here.

mailto:reimaginingindia.bahujan2023@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/fJ49aA33sMcXuCad8
https://www.payumoney.com/customer/users/paymentOptions/#/0393F2FFFC8FA76E25095AF01FC24B6D/Payments1/212873
https://www.payumoney.com/customer/users/paymentOptions/

